
 

Flux ​Composer - Job Description 

Smoking Apples Theatre Company 

 

“Flux ​is a new puppetry and visual theatre show, exploring nuclear science, radioactivity and 

the position of women in science. ​Flux ​follows the story of Kate, a human size (5ft 8) puppet 

and her career as a nuclear research scientist. Set in the 1980’s, the show will explore how she 

balances her personal and professional life and what it means to be a women working in a 

world of men.” 

 

Smoking Apples are looking for a composer to compose and record an original score for their 

new show, ​Flux.​ We are envisaging this to be a mixture of atmospheric/scene setting music and 

also 80s style ‘pop’ music the characters listen to. At this stage we are looking for someone to 

work with us on the next R&D phase of the show. When the show goes to premiere stage we 

will need music to underscore almost the entire piece but when appropriate, some pieces of 

music will be used several times for example, to identify location etc.  

  

This project is funded by Arts Council England, we have already spent 4 weeks developing ideas 

for the show, we will be going back into development in April-June this year, with a view to 

finishing and premiering the show in Autumn of this year. When we go to premiere stage and 

complete the show, the music composed will be recorded and tracks will be played through 

QLab during the live performance. We expect the finished performance to last approximately 1 

hour. For videos of early rehearsals please visit ​http://smokingapplestheatre.com/show/flux/  

 

Style 

The style of our work is a mixture of physical theatre, and puppetry with strong visuals 

throughout. As such we are looking for a full and rich score to weave into the performance and 

we are keen to have a composer in rehearsals at this early stage so that the music is part of the 

development of the piece. Ultimately we would like the score to create identifiable sound 

worlds for our characters, helping to identify place and time, and to include subtle character 

themes to help illustrate changes of mood and situation. As our work is predominantly 

non-verbal, our shows tend to have a complex, multi-layered, filmic style of composition.  

 

Our previous shows CELL and In Our Hands have both included a full score, please have a look 

at the trailers for these shows to get an idea of how the sound and visuals work together.  

*Please note* these two shows have very different sounds to them according to the content of 

the show but this should provide a good reference point.  

 

 

 

 

http://smokingapplestheatre.com/show/flux/


 

 

CELL  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkzMqAUBnms 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amm8E30yvMk  

 

In Our Hands  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIBWyfTQWn8  

 

General information 

Responsibilities include: 

● Liaising with the creative team in rehearsals 

● Composing and recording a number of pieces for the show which strengthen and 

support the narrative 

● Editing tracks ready for rehearsals 

  

Essential 

● At least 2 years of experience in music composition, mixing and recording 

● Access to high quality recording equipment 

● Some previous experience of composing for theatre or performance 

  

Desirable 

● Knowledge of QLab 

● Understanding of devised theatre and performance 

 

Fee:  

A  fixed fee of £895 is offered for the composition for this stage of development. This includes 

10 days work, at least 5 of which need to be spent in rehearsals. Travel and accomodation 

outside of London will be provided if necessary. (N.B. As mentioned above, this is an R&D stage 

but we will be continuing to develop the show and premiere it in Autumn 2018.  We are very 

much looking for someone we can work with on the whole project, however, at this stage this is 

the time and the fee available). 

 

Dates​:  
Various rehearsal dates (to be discussed in Interview)  

30th April - 4th May, in Didcot 

14th - 18th May, in London (Sharing 18th May) 

29th May - 2nd June in Kendall (Sharing 2nd June) 

12th - 16th June in Oxford (Sharing 23rd June) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkzMqAUBnms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amm8E30yvMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIBWyfTQWn8


 

 

 

 

 

Application 

Moodboard 

If you would like to apply for the position, please prepare and send us a moodboard of sound, 

or a list of tracks, that you would consider as a starting point to work with/from. These can 

include your own original work, or examples of work by other artists. Please explain on your 

moodboard why you have chosen each piece of music and what aspects of the piece you feel 

are relevant, e.g. melody, rif, beat, rhythm, atmosphere etc. Please include between 5-10 

pieces of music on your moodboard. 

 

Examples of work 

If you do not include any of your own work on your moodboard please also send us either a link 

to listen to your music online, or some samples of tracks to listen to. 

 

Please send a CV, short covering letter and moodboard (as described above) and examples of 

work to hattie@smokingapplestheatre.com 

Deadline for applications: 9th April 2018 5pm 

Interviews:​ ​16th April 2018 - Please state your availability for interview in your application. 

 

 

  

 

 


